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As a new administration takes office, we cannot
forget the rise in brazen white nationalism that has
always been an insidious force in the United States
- one that requires a strengthened commitment to
democracy and comprehensive civic education  to
combat. This month, we are centering Black voices
to celebrate the Black history both of the past and
that is currently in the making.

Keep reading for upcoming events and see the
following page for resources for educators to share
with students and facilitate discussion.

Black youth across the country have been

advocating for an expanded and more

comprehensive teaching of Black history, one

that acknowledges the racial disparities of the

present. Texas does not require that students

learn about Black history annually, putting

many of our youth at a massive civic

disadvantage during a time characterized by

calls for racial justice and equity. Despite the

lack of Black history formally taught in many

schools across the country, in 2020 we saw a

substantial increase in youth civic engagement

due to widespread calls for racial justice after

the murder of George Floyd. 

For more resources aimed at educators, please

see page 2.

Impeachment proceedings continue, with a

trial in the Senate scheduled to begin soon.

Click here to stay up to date on the

proceedings. As the trial progresses, the new

Biden administration will be trying to enact

their agenda through legislation and executive

orders. Visit iCivics for a quick lesson on

executive orders and the role of the legislative

and judicial branches.

CIVICS IN THE NEWS

Click here to add someone to or unsubscribe from our

mailing list. Want to see your announcement in next month's

newsletter? Contact Maggie Stern at

mstern@childrensdefense.org.

Climate change remains one of the top issues

motivating youth civic engagement, with a

focus on the inequitable burden placed on

communities of color. Robert Bullard, "father

of environmental justice" spoke on the

intersection of racial justice and climate justice

last year with Texas Climate News,

reaffirming that people of color must be at the

forefront of the movement so that it remains

equitable. Texans of color already tend to face

greater impacts of natural disasters, as well as

living closer to major pollution centers.

Protesting climate inaction, over a dozen

states recently sued the Environmental

Protection Agency for failing to increase

standards for air pollution. See some of the

young Black activists leading the charge here.

1. Join Jolt Action from March 6th-8th for their 2021 Texas

Power Up Summit where young Texans can learn more

about organizing, the legislative session, and progressive

issues. Register here.

2. The TX Senate Redistricting Committee has begun virtual

hearings after public pressure to hear from Texans.

Redistricting only happens every ten years so it is vital that

we make our voices heard to ensure every Texan has fair

representation.  Sign up to speak here.

3. CDF-Texas is tracking bills related to civic education that

have been filed in the Texas legislature. See our list here.

Please add comments to any bills that are of particular

interest.

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-global-race-usa-extremism-analysis/white-nationalism-upsurge-in-u-s-echoes-historical-pattern-say-scholars-idUSKBN25V2QH
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/high-schoolers-across-the-country-are-banding-together-to-demand-their-schools-teach-more-black-history-and-read-more-black-authors/2020/08/15/a42e6d12-dbef-11ea-809e-b8be57ba616e_story.html
https://www.statesman.com/opinion/20190222/commentary-we-need-to-make-black-history-school-requirement-in-texas
https://thefulcrum.us/youth-civic-engagement?utm_campaign=RebelMouse&socialux=facebook&share_id=6182293&utm_medium=social&utm_content=The+Fulcrum&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR0ZUQl6v0YUWaRrxWB135y63NKGBa8-LJXAwUmJIjvPlU5DafhrQfGZs9o
https://thefulcrum.us/youth-civic-engagement?utm_campaign=RebelMouse&socialux=facebook&share_id=6182293&utm_medium=social&utm_content=The+Fulcrum&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR0ZUQl6v0YUWaRrxWB135y63NKGBa8-LJXAwUmJIjvPlU5DafhrQfGZs9o
https://www.politico.com/news/impeachment
https://www.politico.com/news/impeachment
https://www.politico.com/news/impeachment
https://www.politico.com/joe-biden-first-100-days-presidency
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/mini-lesson-executive-orders-hs
https://www.tfaforms.com/4764397
https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/poll-young-people-believe-they-can-lead-change-unprecedented-election-cycle
https://texasclimatenews.org/features/environmental-justice-how-far-have-we-come-how-far-yet-to-go/
https://progresstexas.org/blog/climate-change-isn%E2%80%99t-coming-texas-%E2%80%94-it%E2%80%99s-already-here
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/534899-15-states-sue-epa-over-decision-not-to-tighten-air-pollution
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/534899-15-states-sue-epa-over-decision-not-to-tighten-air-pollution
https://defendourfuture.org/five_young_black_climate_justice_leaders_you_should_know/
https://jolttx.org/txpowerupsummit/?emci=1f3a0010-9856-eb11-a607-00155d43c992&emdi=8a25df61-9a56-eb11-a607-00155d43c992&ceid=452464
https://senate.texas.gov/cmtes/87/c625/Regional-Hearing-Schedule-2021.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1u_oOqsDqFhv1lX9svcvZJ29BqDxRYudu4AJFgVKpxdI/edit#gid=0


TEACHING THROUGH A CRISIS
With the reopening of schools being a major priority for the new
administration, teachers may be wondering how to tailor their

approach to reflect new political and cultural realities. We hope this
brief collection of resources on Black history, impeachment, and civics

can provide crucial guidance to you this month.

Educators for Social Change
A collection of lesson plans, articles, and information sites about the history of
impeachment and how some educators have stepped away from the standard
curriculum. 

1619 Project

Center for Racial Justice
A resource guide with a variety of lesson plans and curriculum resources. This guide
includes articles that discuss the importance of teaching Black Lives Matter in our
schools, the inclusion of Afro-Latinos in our Black history discussions, the struggles of
Black women and girls, and the necessary inclusion of Black LGBT+ figures this month.
Additional resources are linked at the bottom.

 
*These resources are still being updated and not every link in each guide has been vetted by

CDF-Texas. Please exercise discretion in identifying relevant & culturally responsive resources.
Read more about intentional and equity-focused teaching in this moment here.

MyNorthwest 
Read three experts in history and education weigh in on the lack of civic education in
our schools and the danger of ignorance exemplified in the January insurrection.

A journalism project from Nikole Hannah-Jones of the New York Times examining the
central role of the oppression of Black people in the development of the United States.

Amanda Gorman
Amanda Gorman, the first National Youth Poet Laureate, gave a powerful performance
at the inauguration. Click here for a thread with lesson plans that focus on her work and
that of other Black poets.

https://educators4sc.org/topic-resources/teaching-about-impeachment/
https://centerracialjustice.org/resources/black-history-month-resource-guide-for-educators-and-families/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/153wtSu6qDFBsJP5VvEiOY6IGXoCSSsJX/view
https://centerracialjustice.org/resources/black-history-month-resource-2/
https://beyondthestoplight.com/2021/01/06/resources-for-teachers-on-the-days-after-the-attack-on-the-u-s-capitol/
https://mynorthwest.com/2458431/can-history-civics-education-inoculate-us-demagogues/
https://mynorthwest.com/2458431/can-history-civics-education-inoculate-us-demagogues/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/1619-america-slavery.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://twitter.com/reneewauthor/status/1352034432560091137

